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Station W2VKD—Ed tunes in 
a broadcaster from Germany, 
while in the next room... 


ci 


Station W2YN—Fred demon- 
strates many years’ familiarity 
with Morse code. Each twin 
has the cail letters of his sta- 
tion as his automobile license 
plate number. 
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SPARK GAP TIMES 


|president’s 
message 


The year just ended was the time 
for election of Officers and Directors in 
the even numbered FCC Districts, to 
assume office for a two year term be- 
ginning January 1, 1972. The election 
of Directors was held several months 
ago and the results announced in SGT, 
Aug.-Sept. 1971 issue page 8. Nomin- 
ations and balloting came so much later 
than for Directors that I have just been 
advised on January 17, 1972 of my 
reelection as your President, and the 
election of Fred Elser, W6FB as Vice 
President. He is the new Director for 
the 6th District. This will not be a 
new experience for Fred since he has 
held the Office previously. I thank 
those responsible for this vote of con- 
fidence, and assure them and you that 
I will conduct the affairs of OOTC 
with fidelity to the Constitution and 
By Laws and with impartiality to every 
member as I have tried to do during the 
past two years. 

You will notice that this is one of 
the shortest “Message” I’ve written. 
This is because our SGT Editor advised 
me, in connection with the results of 
the election that Bert Ayers, W6CL 
wants it by Air Mail so he can start 
putting SGT together. This will give 
the Editor an opportunity to use some 
material in SGT that he has been hold- 


ing back. 
73 Andy, W8TE 


DECEMBER, 1971—JANUARY 1972 
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We have several Husband and 
Wife teams among our membership 
and one case of three brothers, the 
Mumford boys, Edgar, W3CU, Harold, 
W6CU and William, W2CU. 

Now comes something different with 
knowledge that we have Twins and 
both living at the same address. Didn’t 
know this until I got a letter from one 
of the twins—both members of the 
$12 Club asking why he wasn’t getting 
Spark Gap Times. It’s a long story. 

When SGT is mailed, the envelopes 
are put together by States and Cities 
in alphabetical order. So when it was 
noted that two envelopes both bore the 
address Chatham, NJ and both bear- 
ing the same name, it was natural that 
one be pulled from the mail. 

This was a Goof for sure—One had 
the Surname of Fred and the other Ed- 
ward. Fred is W2YN and Ed is W2 
VKD. Naturally your Editor apologized 
for the error and sent the missing 
copies along with queery as to whether 
or not this could be a Father-Son team 
or brothers, cousins, or what have you. 

Back came the answer in the form 
of a story in ‘WE-VIEW” a publication 
for the retired employees of the West- 
ern Electric Company. 

The story, “The Donnellans,”’ a 
career and retirment together, tells the 
story of two pioneers in the field of 
communications with Social Security 
numbers just one digit apart. Identical 
twins, so much so that the FBI uses 
their fingerprints to show how similar 
prints can be. 

They have similar hobbies which in- 
cludes photography, radio, fishing, hik- 
ing, pitching horseshoes, swimming, 
skiing, bowling, designing, building 
and sailing boats including ice boats 
and to top it all off, they married twin 
sisters. 

The only exception to the dual in- 
terest in life—Fred can’t dance. 

Both operate in adjacent rooms 
with no QRM and both have their own 
towers and beams and both have their 
own trophy rooms filled with cups for 

(Continued page 5) 


NEW MEMBERS 


OOTC welcomes the following new mem- 
bers and appreciates the efforts of those 
responsible for sending them applications 
as indicated below: 


1401—Wm. Soria Janin, Sr., W5YN _. 1924 
(Joseph H. Uhalt, W5NO) 

1402—Paul H. Daniels, W5CTM ._......- 1924 
(Roy Armstrong, W5FA) 

1403—Milton E. Peppin, WA6PJC _... 1914 
(Bert Ayers, W6CL) 

1404—BGen. Ivan L. Farman, USAF, 


(Ret), K4QJ 20 ees 1921 
(Hubert E. Ingalls, WINQ) 
1405—Carl C. Drumeller, W5JJ __..___. 1932 
(Bert Ayers, W6CL, SAROC) 
1406—A. M. Garblik, K6SH __........__. 1931 
(Bert Ayers, W6CL, SAROC) 
1407—Edgar M. Cameron, W6DC _. 1932 


(Ray Meyers, W6MLZ-SAROC) 
1408—Arthur C. Larson, WA7QKY .. 1920 
(Ray Meyers, W6MLZ) 
1409-——Eugene H. Bacon, WOCNY .... 1922 
(E. W. Freeman, KOMOA) 


1410—Melvin W. Johns, W8AKA _.._ 1930 
(Alois Middleton, W7ZC) 

1411—Harry Gross, W6FZL _............. 1920 
(Ray Meyers, W6MLZ) 

1412—Jos. R. Pavek, WOFWI _______.. 1932 
(Ray Meyers, W6MLZ) 

1413—Charles Mellen, WIFH __....... 1930 
(Walt Rogers, W1DFS) 

1414——F. K. Bernardini, K6UV _____..._. 1932 
(Ray Meyers, W6MLZ) 

1415——John P. Kingman, W4JT ____.. 1922 


(Andy Shafer, W8TE) 


SILENT KEYS 


OOTC 108—John H. Downer, VE3TL 
OOTC 270—Wilson E. Weckel, W8AL 
OOTC 379—S. J. Thackery, W3IU 

OOTC 420—Clifford J: Goette, K2JU 
OOTC 626—Louis Bastian, Associate 
OOTC 662—-Richard S$. Rheem, Associate 
OOTC 669—E. L. Commagere, KSVMP 
OOTC 857—Herman R. Hood, W7ZO 
OOTC 945—Donald McKinley, WOOPK 
OOTC 1143—Myron E. Doucette, W2JFG 
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THE TWELVE DOLLAR CLUB 


Kudos to the following for sending in ad- 
vance sustaining fees thus a savings to the 
Club by reducing the frequency of having Ad- 
dress-O-Graph plates made. © 


142—Wayne M. Nelsosn, W4AA ....... 1/77 
279—Paul H. Manning, WA6CWZ .. 12/73 


320—Raymond F. Guy W4AZ ......_..... 1/74 
462—Robert E. Baird, W9NN ......:..... 1/74 
495—Clifton G. Parker, WIKJG ........ 1/74 
515—John Jeffords, W2WS ................. 9/73 
689—Fred Waldron, WIPCR .............. 1/74 
698—John M. Clayton, KIAJ ............ ... 1/14 
815—Ed Gallagher, WIDD .................. 1/T4 
965—Fred G. Donnellan, W2YN ...... 12/73 
966—Ed F. Donnellan, W2VKD ........ 1/T4 
1089—Francis J. Leisman, W3PT .......... 1/75 
1093—Ettore Gola, WILK ........0.00..... 3/T4 
1155—Charles E. Spitz, W4API ............ 1/74 
1213—John Reginald Witty, GSWQ .... 3/74 
1238—Richard L, McNutt ...................... 1/74 
1248—Donald J. King, KIITU ............. 1/74 
1268—Lew Sieck, K4NE ........00-.... 12/73 
1300—Albert D. Foster, Jr., WA6DPX 12/73 
1318—Norm Henkel, K6BA ................... 3/74 
1412—Joseph R. Pavek, WQOEP .......... 3/T4 
FLASH! 


Returns from 8 of the 10 Directors 
indicate that Andy Shafer, W8TE was 
re-e-lected as President and Fred Elser, 
W6FB has been elected our new Vice 
President with one ballot not voting. 
Gene Hubbell, W7DI received one vote 
for the office of President. 
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Our new Veep—Col. Fred Elser, W6FB 


SPARK GAP. TIMES 


Vice President Fred Elser, W6FB 
suggests SGT carry list of local Chap- 
ters of OOTC and also a list of members 
holding Old Call Books so we may be 
able to check on reported licensees way 
back when. 


Ed’s note. Think it 1s a good idea. 
The Chapter list should bear the name 
of the Secretary, and his address, so 
visitors may be able to contact him 
on prospective meeting dates. Surely 
with the new Roster showing locations, 
there must be some live wires in OOTC 
who can start a Chapter going. 

*e* * ek & 


COVER STORY 


(Continued from page 3) 


their prowess in competition in such 
events as horseshoe pitching, boat re- 
gattas in which they compete in yacht 
races with a boat they designed and 
built. 3 


Both became interested in wireless 
before World War 1 and operated their 
stations using battery power for they 
had no electricity in their home in those 
days. 


Glancing through the Blue Book I 
see no pictures of Ed and Fred so your 
Editor decided to put them on the cover 
of this issue showing each at their rigs 
of today. Actually we could use either 
picture in the new Blue Book for both 
W2VKD and W2YN, and who would 
know the difference. Only Ed and Fred 
could tell by the gear they are seated 
in front of or would it be that Ed has 
a mike in his hand and Fred is using 
the bug? 


OOTC members, or any of our read- 
ers who may have a part in publishing 
a club paper may feel free to reprint 
this article. 

—Ye Ed, W6MLZ 


 * *.- * 


Howard Pyle, W7OE writes that he 


1s back home after 4 different hospital 


confinements for major surgery since 
June and hopes that he will soon be 
able to get back in the harness and re- 
sume his writings. 

Howard is one of the earlier $12 
Club members. 
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The 
Editor 


I received my copy of the new Roster 
book of OOTC and I want to congratu- 
late you and all the others who had 
to do with its preparation. Its surely 
one fine job. Congratulations. 

Recently I hooked up a small all-ham 
band Regency converter to a Jap poc- 
ket receiver and I find that it works 
very well using just the AC line for an 
antenna. Last Saturday I had the pleas- 


-ure of being QRK on the OOTC Net 


on 20 meters and I heard you, W9SG, 
WsTE and Chas, W2ACS/4 about S87. 
But your sigs were the best of all. Could 
not hear Bill KZNP nor Gross, W8BKM 
at all. Too close, I guess. It was a FB 
QSO so now you have me QRX for that 
Net every Saturday. 

Too bad that my rig is set for only 
80 and 40 meters otherwise I would 
join you. We have a FB OOTC Net 
every Monday nite starting at 7 p.m. 
and Joe, W1AEH does a FB job. Last 
Monday we had 12 OOTC stations on 
the Net. 

So will be looking for your fine sig 
Saturday at 11 a.m. 

73 Lem Temple, W1DI 
at mR % cd 
Dear Ray: 

Looking through Spark Gap Times I 
noticed Barbara Dunn’s certificate, and 
suppose I was one of the 300 OOTC 
members, as I remember working her 
on CW when I was WIVP, she used 6 
watts, and we had QSO’s every week 
or so for quite a while. 


You must have quite an experience 
on the Lehi-V, that sure is a good photo. 


Enclosd please find check before I 
forget it. 
—John D. Keim, K6DH 
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Dear OM Ray: 

I am feeling awfully ashamed: Have 
been careless in checking my subscrip- 
ion notices, QSO Party details, etc. 
making up, so please excuse me. | 

Including the expected OCT/NOV 
issue which I have not received yet, 
possibly according harbour strikes, etc. 
on East coast. Have not received USA” 
QST for Sept., Oct., Nov. either, ‘so 
feel they may arrive in quite a bunch 
one day, hi. / 

I enclose my check for 6 U.S. Dollars 
which should cover subscription for 
another year, please check this OM. 

One thing I yould much appreciate 
is a “Member List” for OOTC. Would 
be OK for a ‘“‘Lone Wolf in Norway.” 

YL es myself quite well. Always busy 
with different things, hobbies not to 
forget, and hamming not the least. 

—Chris, LA1P, Oslo, OOTC 1328 


x S- *k & 


Dear Ray: 

On page 4 of the Aug/Sept issue of 
SGT I noticed the name and call letters 
of VK2NS, OOTC No. 575 as being a 
Silent Key. 

I remember seeing it at the time 
and I felt quite bad about it bcause 
Trevor was a very good unseen ham 
friend of mine with whom I had many 
QSO’s. 

Anyway, today I contacted another 
good friend of mine from VK land, 
namely VK2E0O. When I told him how 
sorry I was to have read of the passing 
of VK2NS he quite surprised me when 
he told me this was not so! In fact he 
had talked to Trevor only a few days 
ago. It was certainly a fine bit of 
news to me to hear this. 

Wonder how Trevor Evans, OOTC 
575 got into the Silent Key list? 

Thought this might be of interest 
to some of the boys who know him. — 

—Tony, W1APL, OOTC 235 
PS: Thanks OT for the 50 year award. 
Dear OM: 

Please renew/extend my subscription 
for another two years I certainly en- 
joy the nostalgia of the better days of 
wireless I enclose my check for $12. 

—Francis J. Liesman, W3PT, +1089 


Dear Ray: 


Just a word to compliment you on 
the new Roster. It’s convenient size 
size, beautifully organized and a pleas- 
ure to use. 

I am sorry I have one sombre note. 
VE3TL, John H. Downer, of Toronto 
shown in the roster passed away in 
March 1970. He was a neighbor of 
mine in Toronto’ and was a very good 
friend. ‘“Doc’s” ticket goes back to 
1912. His call has since been reissued. 

—Al, A. A. Cumming, VE3UC 
* a * R 


Dear Ray: 


Please send me a Gold Seal as men- 
tioned in Spark Gap Times. My OOTC 
No. is 1008. | 


Earlier this year, I made a trip to 
Mcrocco, visiting Tangier, Fez, Tene- 
his, Quartzate, Marakesh, Casablanca 
and Rabat. At Casablanca, I contacted 
CN8BF by telephone, who invited me 
to dinner at his apartments which 
happened to be directly across the 
street in downtown Casablanca, from 
my Hotel, on the 14th floor. 


He let me operate his set, which was 
a Drake TR4 and a Benson Linear, 
and a TA33 Beam on top of the roof. 
Had no luck in hearing the States but 
worked several Europeans and Austra- 
la on 20 meters. His name is Dr. 
Adolphe Tobelem, a dentist. 


Maybe this might be a little news 
for the next Spark Gap Times. 
—Ed, W7HJU 


* * kk &k 


Gentlemen: 


Please find enclosed a check for $6 
for renewal of Spark Gap Times. I 
don’t know why I never renewed it; 
but wondered what happened to it.- 


‘Thanks for the OOTC Roster. That 
is the nicest little reference to come 
along in years. Very helpful. 

Please change my address to 30 Rose 
Ct., Apt #1, Buffalo, N.Y. 14226. — 

I thought I had sent in my change 
of address to everyone but must have 


missed OOTC. 


—Clarence 0. Aber, W2NR 
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Dear Ray: 


OM — Delay on renewal account in. 


hospital 3 weeks, home now and feel 
like a burnt out 813. If there was a $3 
club I would like to be member #1— 
feel pretty QSS. Please send me one 
of the Gold Seals. Have been licensed 
since 1916 as records should indicate. 
Guy Harden—#749 
: i %* * % 
Dear Ray: : 

Just finished reading SGT after re- 
turning from a long vacation in Can- 
ada: XYL ad I drove about 4000 miles 
and saw some beautiful country. 

Was flattered to see that you had 
published the picture of my first rig 
built in 1928 when I had the call of 
6DZQ. There was a small type as you 
had me listed as W6OL. The call now is 
W6ON but W6OL had a letter printed 
above my station picture which probab- 
ly caused the error. hi. I know it must 
be one heck of a job keeping all the calls 
straight getting the magazine together 
and must take an awful lot of time. 
Years ago, another ham and I got out 
a radio club bulletin once a month and 
it took up most of Saturday—and it 
was only four pages. 

Ray, it has been a long time since 
our last eye ball. The next time you 
come up to Mill Valley for one of your 
visits, be sure to drop by. I assume 
your Sister-in-Law still lives on Magee 
Avenue. ee tie 

—Hank, W6ON 


* * e ® 


Dear Ray: _ 

I have been reading the latest SGT 
with more than the usual amount of 
interest. And I was especically in- 
terested in the picture of the chaps 
and chappesses who handled the Hoover 
messages. I would be the last to not be 
proud to have my pix in with that Dis- 
tinguished group but I’m NOT there. 
But E. D. Redington IS. He is cur- 
rently K6éAW and lives in Sunnyvale, 
Calif. His full name is Edward Dana 
Redington and we think that we are 
distantly related. Anyway, Ed started 
out in the US Coast Guard but wound 
up in the Navy while I started in the 
Navy and wound up in the Coast 
Guard We were both Commanders and 


DECEMBER, 1971—JANUARY 1972 


because of our names and that we were 
both stationed in Washington at the 
same time, you can imagine that a 
number of most unusual situations 
would arise—and did! Someday I’ll 
tell you all about these mix-ups. 

I understand that you just might be 
East at the QCWA Annual Dinner on 
March 11. Hope so, because I always 
enjoy shooting the breeze with a pro. 

—Ed. B. Redington, W4ZM 
PS—His first name is Edward, mine 
is Edmund. 
k *k ok 
Ray: 

Just sitting here thinking of old 
times, do you ever do that? I remember 
sitting on the kitchen floor winding the 
primary on an oatmeal box and the 
secondary on a salt box so one would 
slide inside the othér—that was back 
in 1912. All this was done by a coal 
oi11 lamp sitting on a chair. I used a 
school slate for my panel so I could 
make holes in it for the contacts off 
the primary. Ray I had no plans, just 
what a Doctor Nichols (he was my only 
help I had then) gave me and the di- 
rections were written on a school tablet 
and drawings all by hand. Ray I done 
pretty good till it came to the part 
where it called for cat whiskers and a 
hot rock. There I stumped my toe, I 
hunted the town over and I could not 
find a rock that felt hot, and I cut the 
whiskers off all the cats in the neigh- 
borhood but none worked, hi. I finally 
asked Doc, he got a big laugh out of it 
and told me the cat whisker was a wire 
and the hot rock was a piece of galena. 
Doc got his ticket in 1907. It took me 
nearly 3 years to finish mine but I 
bootlegged on his rig in 1913 but Com- 
merce Dept. did not get my ticket 
ready till 1914. 

I worked 50 years in the coal mines 
and retired in 1963 to spend the rest 
of my time hunting and fishing just 13 
days after I retired I had this stroke 
and was a total disability. I used to use 
a bug but had to go back to the old 
hand key. 

Am sending $2.00 for some more 
Gold stamps. I have sent some of the 
others around the world. 

—Clarence Ed Ridgely ,W9GX 
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Welcome to the many members of OOTC ATTENTION! 
who attended SAROC early in January— We still have a few of the Old Blue 
Doc Zuckerman, W7FT has sent us some’ Books available for $3.35. Send your 
photos which will appear in the next issue check to OOTC, Box B, San Gabriel CA 


of Spark Gap Times. | 91778. 


Possibly Irv Rasmussen, W6YPM wasn’t allowed in the house in 1920 
but after proving his gear was able to contact fellow amateurs outside 
the backyard he moved inside as the photos prove. 


r 
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Don’t recognize the two “End Men’ at this minstrel show held in Cana- 
daigua but the three in the middle are Louise Moreau, W6BBO, Lane 
Eldred, W9SG and Bill Halligan, W4AK/W9AC. In front of Lane is 
Bud Waite, W2ZK, a youngster of 69 years. Anyone recognize the others? 


KNOWN FREQUENCIES AND TIMES WHERE ONE MAY FIND 
A FELLOW OOTC MEMBER 


Day i Be a ee eee NET CONTROL (Alternates) 
Mon | 0900 |*1400 | 3670 | N.E.AN.sOWP | W2ZI/W2VEJ__ 

"| 0930 [+1430 | 7030 |s.£. Atl. sowP | K4PI/K4GT 

"| 1545" |*2045 [14070 | OOTC Get together __| K8NG 

"| 1900__|*0300 (Tuell 3555 |W. Conada SowP | VE7WZ/VE7RQ 

* [1900 [+2400 | 3648 |. Coast OTC | WIAEH (W1ZS, W2MDB) 
Wed |_| *1700__—|14287 | Int'l Handicapped _| (W6MLZ checks in) 
Thurs || 1600 |14127 | Trans us sowe | Wen 

"| 1900 _|*0300 (Fri) | 3555 | Pac. CoastSOwP _| W6BNB/W6HLD 

"| 2015__|*0215 (Fri)| 3840 | Mid West OTC _| W8DWT 
Sot_ | | 1600414115 |NariooTc | _K2NP, WID, W6MLZ 
Sun__|0930_|*1730__—|_3917 | So. Cal OOTC/QCWA | WFQ 


"T1100 [*1900 | 3695 | So. Cal OOTC/QCWA | K6BA 


NOTE—*All but one time in GMT advances an hour earlier when National Daylight is in effect. 
U/T replaces the famous GMT expression. 
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Henry L. Tholstrup’s History of Early Experiences 
in Wireless and Radio 


PART TWO 


At the time there was a Wireless Club 
in Milwaukee. When we attended the 
next meeting there was a lot of discus- 
sion going on about signals that they 
had heard on their wireless, sets and 
were baffled, as many of them were of 
the opinion that voice could not be heard 
on their spark receivers. Several did 
declare that they really did hear voices 
on their sets. They wanted to know how 
this was possible and why. Their curi- 
osity got so intense that they made 
arrangements for Dr. Jansky from the 
Univ. of Wisc. at Madison to come to the 
next meeting and explain the whole 
thing to them. We did not disclose our 
identity to them and about our operation 
since we were not licensed and thought 
we might get into trouble and we also 
were not absolutely sure that someone 
else was experimenting too. But later 
from some of their statements about 
what they heard on their sets we were 
convinced that it was our signals that 
had started the whole commotion. Dr. 
Jansky did clear it up for the club that 
it was definitely possible to receive 
either spark transmitter signals as well 
as the phone signals on the crystal sets. 
(This was all done in Jan. and Feb. of 
1922, so I don’t know if we were actually 
the first phone Hams on the air in that 
area, but at least we were very definitely 
quite early in the Ham Phone Game.) 
We also had to stop the experiments as 
the use of the telephone transmitter for 
this purpose burnt the carbon granules 
badly and the operation on the telephone 
circuit was so bad the phone company 
had to change it a couple of times, and 
they couldn’t understand why they had 
so much trouble with that particular 
phone. (We never told them.) 

I next experimented with the ‘Meyers’ 
Tube, and was able to make it operate 
as an oscillator, also use it as a detect- 
or for receiving. I left school to go to 
work for Western Electric in Chicago 
on automatic telephone installations. I 
was a relay adjuster on the frames for 
the State-Central Exchange down on 
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Washington St. After a couple months I 
became proficient enough that they made 
me the Relay Instructor and was soon 
tearing old relays and condensers apart 
to show some of the staff how to make 
radio receivers. Regenerative type cir- 
cuit, Reinhartz, etc. - 

One of the draftsmen was Lewelling 
who also wrote articles for the Chicago 
Daily Tribune. He was good at just re- 
arranging the circuit on paper so it 
looked like a different circuit, and put it 
in the next article for the paper. Good 
business for him as he got good pay for 
the articles, but at that time I didn't 
know he was the author of the articles 
and was taking the stuff I taught and 
wrote itup.. — 


I left Western Electric later after 
being transferred to Detroit, Mich. and 
in 1923 I entered the Univ. of Minne- 
sota. The Univ. had a ham transmitter 
9X1. It was a Western Electric 250 watt 
job with 3000 volts on the plate supplied 
from a motor generator. After a couple 
of years, between school studies I learn- 
ed more about tubes and receivers, also 
better at the code, so I got some gear 
together and built a transmitter and re- 
ceiver and got a license for it. I got the 
license in 1925, 9DG, and that Station 
was located at 2738 Park Ave., Mpls, 
Minn. At the Univ. I majored in Com- 
munications, and at about that time I 
was the Radio Operator for the 151st 
Field Artilery of The Minnesota Na- 
tional Guard. I had taken ROTC at the 
Univ. for 2 years (1924-26) so I was 
eligible for a commission in the Sig. 
Corps. which I received in 1926: I was 


active in the Sig. Reserves for 15 yrs. 


(In the early 30s I was on duty at 
Wright Field and put an automatic vol- 
ume circuit on one of their aircraft rec’s. 
It worked well too.) In 1926 I built an- 
other station and rec. and had it located 
at my home in Northfield, Minn. 9UV 
was the call assigned to me there. Both 
rigs were low power, but they got out 
very well. During my attendance at the 
Univ. I found time to build custom 
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radio broadcast rec. sets. The first used 
the UV199 and later the UV200 and 
201s. I also worked part time on the 
staff of Operators at WCCO, as I had 
obtained a 2nd Class Commercial Ticket 
#1486 issued out of Chicago in 1927. I 
also was operator of WLB at times, but 
was mostly on remote pick ups. 

At the Univ. I received a Fellowship 
and continued studies for a Masters De- 
gree which I received in 1928. (I taught 
Elec. Eng. subjects to sophs and jun- 
iors.) I was offered a job at Westing- 
house in their Radio Engineering Dept. 
at Chicopee Falls. Also one at The Dept. 
of Comm. (Installing radio beacons on 
airways) but I took the Westinghouse 
offer. I lived in Springfield, Mass. and 
applied for a. license and was issued 
W1PU in 1928, but in a few months the 
Fed Comm Auth issued me another call, 
WiTR, as they had issued the other one 
in error as it was already assigned. In 
July 19, 1929 my Operator License 
#12916 was issued to me out of Boston 
by C. C. Kolster. 


At Westinghouse I worked under Hen- 
ry Forbes, who was a Section Engnr. on 
radio receivers and special devices. 
Forbes had been with the Bu. Stds, also 
was Chief Eng at Cutting & Washing- 
ton, builders of transmitters in Buffalo, 
N.Y. I was in the special rec. dept. 
where I had the opportunity to design 
and build such devices as field intensity 
meas. equip. for Sig Corps, automatic 
static recorders for the Navy (weather 
and storm locaters). One of the units is 
now in the Ford Museum at Dearborn, 
Mich. I also worked jointly with the 
Wireless Specialty Co. in Boston on 
direction finders. A series of them were 
built and installed on Great Lake boats 
out of Cleveland port. I also designed 
and built dir. finders for use on Navy 
battleships. At Wireless Spec. Co. I had 
the good fortune to work with Dr. Pick- 
ard and Mr. Dolbear, both fine and very 
brilliant men. 

In July of 1930 I left Westinghouse 


to join up with General Motors Radio 
Corp. in Dayton, Ohio, to take charge of 


their Standards and Measurements Labs 


as well as co-ordinator for problems be- 
tween engineering and production of ra- 
dio sets. Household and automotive sets 
were built there. So after getting settled 


in a house and job IJ applied for a license » 
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in ‘the 8th District and was_ issued 
W8EFK for my 119 Norman Ave. add- 
ress. I moved over to 905 Sunnyview 
Ave. and shortly after that Gen. Motors 
closed up the plant and search for an- 
other job was started immediately. That 
was in 1932. The former Chief Eng. of 
Gen Motors. Radio gave me a call and 
asked if I would be interested in print- 
ing telegraph equipment, so we got some 
ideas together and started work on it by 
July. Since he lived in the Oakwood sec- 
tion which was all the way across town, 
I moved over to 331 Claranna Ave. in 
Oakwood. My transmitter was a home 
brew copied after the design of one we 
built at Westinghouse for the Coast 
Guard while at Chicopee Falls, Mass. a 
lkw job, but mine consisted of a 210 
M.O. a 210 Buffer and a 211 Final. This 
I operated on the 7MC band. I also had 
a 56 MC rig to work about town using 
a 230 for output and B battery for pow- 
er supply. It worked very well but not 
too many others around on 56 mc to 
work at that time. Shortly after I moved 
from Mass. to Dayton, Ohio I went up 
to Detroit, Mich. and took another exam. 
and was issued a new License #17371 
signed by M. W. Grinnel on 14 July 
1931. My W8EFK license was Ser. No. 
8D5204 and was issued in March, 1982. 
It was latter extended to Mar. 31, 19385, 
by F.R.C. Spec. Min. #636 on Jan. 6th, 
1933. 

_ The former Chief Engineer and I de- 
veloped a working model of printing 
teleg. and had it working via radio. 
Through Mr. Chas. (Boss) Kettering, 
who financed us, we were introduced to 
Mr. Thomas Watson, Pres. of I.B.M., 
and he arranged the purchase of our in- 
ventions by IBM. So in June 1935 we 
went to work for IBM in Endicott, N.Y. 
Since this was in the same district I had 
only to get my address changed. I first 
was at 42 Tremont Street in Bingham- 
ton and shortly after that I moved to 
3201 Marne Ave. in Endwell. Again in 
1938 I moved to 28 Terrace Drive in 
Binkhamton, N.Y. I used the same an- 
tenna in Dayton and in N.Y. A single 
wire with the feeder just off center. It 
was cut for the 40 meter band and the 
feeder was /gths wave length long and 
I’m still using it. In 1942 IBM trans- 
ferred me up to Rochester, N.Y. so I 
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The 
PIPELINE 


By 

Bill McKee, W1KC 
240 Moreland St. 
Worcester 

Mass. 01609 


Ken Wilson, W7GKN, writes in ref- 
erence to the Presidents Congratulat- 
ory messages on page 7 of the Oct.-Nov. 
issue of Spark Gap Times. He wouid 
like to inform the gang that he is alive 
and kicking. His OOTC number is 817. 
Ken has moved around quite a bit for 
a young fellow as he has been OH6- 
BVW, W3GT, W6DIX, and now is 
W7GKN. He retired from the USAF 
in 1958 then toured the Western States 
for three years on a mobile tour. 


* 


Frank Kutzenberger, W5ATW notic- 
ed that in the Twelve Dollar listing of 
the Oct-Nov issue of SGT he had been 
listed as having the call WINZ. Frank 
states that this might give someone the 
idea that he is a bootlegger. His cor- 
rect call is quite a bit different as it 
is WO5ATW. 

Note—I can assure you that although 
we try hard—we do slip now and then. 

—Bill 
am sie * * 

George Jette, W1UE, OOTC number 
36, relates that he found the recent 
article by Lew Sieck, K4NE, about the 
Graf Zeppelin very interesting. It was 
on page 8 of the Oct-Nov SGT. George 
remembers that when the Graf Zep 
made its first trip from Germany to 
the United States, he was stationed at 
NAB located at Cape Elizabeth, Maine. 
The group had built a short wave re- 
ceiver which picked up the signals from 
the Zep-as she came across the Atlantic. 
They plotted the course of the big 
visitor and got a great thrill out of it. 

Note—Those were the days. © —Biull 


8 % ba R 


Walt Rogers, WIDFS, the old spark 
plug for the very active New England 
Chapter of OOTC, is to be congratu- 
lated for his enthusiastic promotion of 
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OOTC by keeping the gang active on 
the air and monthly luncheon meet- 
ings. The Net meets every Thursday 
at 7 p.m. on 3965 ke. This group has 
grown rapidly and now consists of 
about 175 payine members. Walt has 
excellent spirit and is in my opinion, 
a fine example of what a hardwork- | 
ing OOTC Director can accomplish for 
the good of our group. 


Note—I am a nart of this group and 
would like to know if there is another 
sectional organization of OOTC of this 
size. Bill. 


x *£ *& & 


Ray Newman, K4RN of Babson Park 
Florida, writes in that he is enjoying 
the solace of the highlands of Florida 
being away from the hustle and bustle 
of the beach and conjested areas. He 
even reports that if they had sidewalks 
down there they would be pulled in at 
night. Ray keeps a sked every 9 a.m. 
EST on 21.485 with W1IM in Bridge- 
port, Conn. He invites the gang to join 
them Mondays through Fridays. Ray 
is known as K2BQ while at his other 
home at Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y. 


* *£ s&s @ 


Al Smith, W1GAA, of Temple, New 
Hampshire, reports that he has been 
in his new QTH for about a year now 
and is still working on a good anten- 
na system. At present he is limited to 
an occasional QSO via repeaters on 2 
meters. He liked the recent article 
about Paul Godley in December QST. 
at that time he. lived in Montclair, New 
Jersey while spending a lot of time at 
Adams Morgan Co. He still thinks 
that the old Paragon RA-10 was a 
dream receiver. 2US and 2JN were 
very active on “spark coil. cw” and 
MOPA rigs. Al’s old call was K8ZMS: 


x & ¥ s 


Bill Derrick, W2LWO, would like to 
know is anybody remembers the trans- 
mitters used for Trans-Atlantic and 
Trans-Pacific telegraphy. He wonders 
if any OOTC members were station op- 
erators and could describe the rigs 
used such as Arcs, Tuned Svark, and 
Alexanderson Aiternators. He would 
also like to know if any successful 
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on the air today. 


stations who were heard across the 
pond during those days are still active 
Maybe an OOTC 
member? | 

kK *- K 


A Mr. Tim Christen of San Francis- 
co is a student of the developement of 
early wireless apparatus. He is trying 
to locate and purchase such old gear 
for this research. In this quest he 
figures his most fertile field is among 
the OOTC members. He can be con- 
tacted at 2025 Lincoln Way, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 94122. 3 


¥ KR KR 


John Jeffords, W2WS, reports that 
he has moved trom Weedsport, N.Y. 
and now hangs his hat at 209: Franklin 
Street, Fayetteville, N.Y., 13066, if any 
of our readers care to correct the 
Directory. He checks in on the QCWA 
Fingerlakes and Mohawk Valley Net 
on 3895 at 1430 Z Sunday mornings. 
He retired from G.E. in March, 1970. 
All bands are worked. Jeff still writes 
his column in the Syracuse Sunday 
Herald American Star Magazine. 


*: £ & & 


Leo Meyerson, WOGFQ, says that 
when he read about George Pilgrgim, 
WHU, in the last issue of SGT, the 
name brought back some nostalgic 
memories. It seems that George played 
Cupid in his life by helping Leo’s ro- 
mance with the girl he married, his 
XYL Helen. George used to invite 
Helen over to his house in St. Joe, Mo., 
when Leo was courting Helen so the 
happy pair could QSO on 75 meters. 
This was back in 1931-32. 


Note—Sometimes it’s a little diffi- 
cult to edit some of the information 
sent in to us—especially when romance 
is involved! Hope I have this one right, 
we do our best. —Bill. 


* * * 


With daylight time out the window, 
the OOTC net on 14,115 KHz still meets 
at 1600 U/T (1100 EST, 1000 CST, 
0900 MST and 0800 PST). Quite a 
few of the boys who still pound a key 
may be found there on each Saturday 
morning. 
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CORRECTION 


We made Bob Sidnell, W1KR a Di- 
rector of QCWA in the last issue based 
on bum information received on the 
phone. Sorry to let you down Bob but 
you didnt make it nor were you even 
nominated. | 


Dr. EF. W. Burroughs, K2QKS, calls 
to our attention that along with the in- 
coming Officers of QCWA is A. G. 
Wentzel, W38HX, National Secretary 
elect. Bob has been a President of the 
Delaware Valley QCWA Chapter and 
has been its Secretary for 8 years. In 
1970 received his Golden Award: Cer- 
tificate for 50 years in amateur radio. 


a a 


RE — THE ROSTER 


By now, all of our members should 
have received the new Directory along 
with Spark Gap Times provided you 
are up to date on the Sustaining Fees. 


It is unfortunate that this mailing 
had to go out just prior to the Christ- 
mas rush for 8rd class mail has cer- 
tainly been held up due to the terrific 
back-log of mail. As for example, I 
mailed a copy of the Directory to my- 
self in the local San Gabriel Post Of- 
fice and this did not appear in Box B 
until 14 days after mailing so I feel 
sure that many of our members had 
equal, if not longer, delays in receiving 
this item. 


For those of the $12 Club, their mail 
should have been much faster for these 
were sent Ist class mail. Needless to 
say, the cost of postage in this case was 
more than usual but it was considered 

that our members should be taken 
care of with dispatch. Naturally the 
Roster cost the Club more than a mim- 
eographed package which would be 
bulky to handle and it was my personal 
opinion that each and every member 
should have something for his, or her 
money paid in for Life Memberrship. 


Naturally there were some errors 
in the book. Several of he $12 Club 
members names did not carry the 
double asterick but it is proposed to 
correct this with a separate list of cor- 
rections which will be included in a 
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future mailing of SGT to all subscrib- 
ers. This list will not go our to non- 
subscribers until the next mailing of 
general interest material such as elect- 
ion notices, QSO Partyy details, etc. 
in order to save cost of postage. 


At the present time, it is proposed to 
run the corrections, omissions, etc. in 
such a way that one may consult the 
Directory and add such minor changes 
as “add **.” “SK.” “delete printed ad- 
address” add “OOTC number,” etc. 


Then where a complete change of 
address has come through, these will 
be printed in the same size type in the 
present Directory and one may simply 
cut out the correction and paste it over 
the existing entry. 


The many nice comments on the 
roster, even from several who pointed 
out such errors as misspelled names, 
lack of OOTC number, incorrect calls 
ete. are greatly appreciated. 


The firm doing our bindery work 
was also piled up with work such as 
Class graduation books, special manu- 
facturers price books and catalogues, 
etc. but they stayed with the job until 
the wee hours to try to get it out in 
time for the SGT mailing. Unfortunat- 
ely the binding machine picked up 
some 200 or more pages incorrectly so 
we had to spend many extra hours un- 
stapling these and putting the pages 
in correct sequence to avoid having 
our members go beserk trying to figure 
out why page 65 came after page 4. 

Now that we have the spade work 
finished, it may be a much simpler 
job to make any necessary changes, 
deletions, additions etc. in the next 
issue of the Roster. We may even take 
the trouble to set type for each mem- 
ber and then it would be a simple 
matter to re-set an address. 

To keep your Editor from going 
daffy please keep me informed of your 
current addresses bearing in mind it 
costs the Club money each time a copy 
of SGT or a Directory comes back 
marked “moved,” ‘‘address unknown,” 
““deceased,”’ etc. 


May 1972 be a most profitable one 
to all. ’ 


13 —Ray, W6MLZ 
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Heacold A. Ftutchinson, There are ? 


In making up the new OOTC Direc- 
tory everything possible was done to 
make it as perfect as possible. Then 
up come cards with the names Harold 
A. Hutchinson. Seems that this name 
followed by the call letters WIBHA. 
sends in a change of address to a new 
one in Cape Elizabeth and also a check 
for two years sustaining fees. So, with- 
out too much ceremony we look for the 
name Harold A. Hutchinson, write in 
the new call and QTH without even 
thinking it hardly possible to lose 
W1EV for W1BHA and we heave out 
the address-o-graph plate for Harold 
A. Hutchinson, W1EV. 

I have heard from the ‘Downeastern’ 
member in Cape Elizabeth who com- 
pliments me for the new Directory and 
then points out that there are two of 
us Harold A. Hutchinsons as members 
of OOTC. He was happy to find him- 
self listed in the Directory but pointed 
out that I still omitted one Harold A. 
Huchinson. 

So I wrote the Harold A. Hutchin- 
son in Connecticut with the call W1EV 
explaining the goof promising that I 
would eall this goof to the attention of 
our readers with the request that they 
make a few entries in their Directories. 

On page 38, delete the address of 6 
Dearborn Drive, Cave Elizabeth and 
on page 7 just add the address of W1 
EV as 90 Dogwood Drive, New Brit- 
ain CT 06052. On page 54, after the 
name of Hutchinson, Harold A. just 
add, “a 2nd is WIBHA.” On p 68, 
after Naugatuck add “New Britain, 
WIEV.” 

Sorry about the goof and I promise 
to lay off the Southern Comfort the 
next time I compile a Directory listing 
those New Englanders. 

sey! ae eatin 

On page 8 of the last issue of SGT 
we ran a story on Lew Siek, K4NE 
which started off with (Enclosed with 
Frank’s letter) but we neglected to let 
you know-who Frank was so if you 
give up, it was Frank Atlee, K4PI. 

Sorry about that Frank and hope 
our readers haven’t developed a head- 
ache trying o dope out who sent in the 
article on Lew. 
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Here’s one for the books—Charles C. 
Henry Ass’0(592) writes me in April of 


_ this year and sends a check for SGT re- 
_newal. The check arrived but I didn’t 


notice that the envelope had been opened. 
However on August 2nd along comes an 
official looking envelope and enclosed is 
Chuek’s letter to me. 

In it he asks for information concern- 
ing his time in the USNRF based on his 
OOTC application and-dates of duty 
aboard the S.S. Elinor/KVR. 


This information was dug out of the 
files and sent to Chuck and his original 
letter sent on to President Andy - W8TE 
with a request it be read to the AWA 
meeting in New York. 


Chuck’s wife Billie passed away Palm 
Sunday in Chicago as a result of a heart 
condition. She has quite a record herself 
being the first Lady to operate “Facsim- 
ile’. . 

This took place when the couple lived 
in New Jersey and when Austin G. 
Cooley, later to become President of 
N.Y. Times Facsimile Corp. was _ pro- 
viced with an attic “laboratory’’. Charles 
was radio engineer for Sonora Phone 
Co. in NYC at the time and was in Buf- 
falo one evening on business when Cooley 


had a go with the NYK Mirror to dem- 


onstrate his facsimile system. Billie was 
shown how to start the picture drum 
and control contrast and greys. The con- 
nection with Ma Bell was by audio (non- 
metallic) a requirement in those days. 


' Cooley was at the “Mirror” receiving in 


NY City and everything was going F.B. 
until some operator listened in and de- 
cided the lines must be out of order (to 


have that “hash” on them). So she broke 


up the picture. My Billie insisted she 
heard no trouble on the lines and liked it 
the way it was and asked the operator 
not to interrupt again. 

The demonstration was a success. The 

“Mirror” had been using a rented Morse 
Wire to Chicago where their other paper 
was located and it took 14 hour to send a 
picture by Morse dot and dash. Cooley 
was using Telsa Coil discharge thru the 
needle on photo print paper on a drum. 
He had a patent on this. 
_ A. G. Cooley is remarried and lives in 
Reno where he is continuing to invent 
more facsimile items. NY Times gave up 
its Facsimile Mfg several years ago. 
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Charlie continues “Mrs. H. and I both 
were in a Chicago hospital together with 
weak hearts until the first week in Sept. 
(70) when we moved into a rest home in 
Suburban Niles, Ill. We did not get to go 
to the Ft. Lauderdale Apt this season be- 
cause the doctor forbade us to try to 
make it, even flying, I did not realize 
quite just how bad Billie’s heart was. 
She and I had a 2-room suite in St. 
Benedicts Home for Aged. She called me 
one morning a week ago and said she 
felt very ill. The Home’s nurses and Doc- 
tor were quickly on the scene and she 
was rushed to the hospital in an ambu- 
lance and lived but four days. Because 
of my weak heart condition I was not 
allowed to see her at the hospital. But 
they did let me go to the funeral. 

It’s rough Ray — Doc wants me to 
stay here for more rest, to see if heart 
can be strengthened thru rest.” 


A most interesting letter and our sym- 
pathy goes out to Charles with an added 
hope that he is now back in form. 


Reason for the questions about his 
service he had two burglaries in his 
home while hospitalized and would you 
believe it, the crooks even took such 
items as his Commercial ticket, his Navy 
records including discharge papers and 
the Henry’s marriage license. Henry 
needs that information for sure and I 
hope that the Bureau of Personnel can 


. provide him with duplicates of his Ser- 


vice Record and Discharge papers for it 
could come in handy in case he should 
apply for a WWI pension or V.A. hos- 
pitalization which he is certainly entitled 
to. 


DISTRIBUTORSHIPS AVAILABLE | 
Phone (213) 881-3380 


(W6DRV) 
CLARA and BOB HOLLY 


Distributors of 


SHAKLEE PRODUCTS 


ORGANIC & NATURAL FOOD SUPPLEMENTS 
PROTcINIZED COSMETICS -- MENS TOILETRIES 
BIODEGRADABLE CLEANERS 


5352 AMIGO AVENUE 
TARZANA, CALIFORNIA 91356 
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HENRY L. THOLSTRUP’S HISTORY 
(Continued from page 11) 


had my registration transferred to 72 
Monteroy Road, Roch., N.Y. and was 
here from Sept. 1942 until Aug. 1944 
when I moved into my present address 
at 185 Willowbend Road, Rochester, 
N.Y. My Call was the same until some 
time after WWII when ‘the districts 
were rearranged and new call’s were 
assigned. I was given W2RDV in 1946 
but soon after this I learned that if you 
ever had a two letter call you could apply 


and if it had not been reissued to some- 


one else you could have it. When I ap- 
plied I was given my present call, 
W2UV which was apparently derived 
from my old call 9UV as 9DG had al- 
ready been assigned. I’ve been very hap- 
py with this call. W 2 Ultra Violet. 


Mr. Ken Gardner told me about the 
OOTC and got an application from 


Smith, and owing to some time out for: 


trips I did not get it sent in for quite a 
while later but my HRO still gets me 
hams from all over, pretty crowded at 
times, but it is good to hear some of the 
old timers on the Air. 


73—Henry L. Tholstrup 


* ke * & 


Charlie Parcels, W3WS sends us this 
shot of his present station in 
Wilmington, Delaware 
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These 4 Horsemen represent over 200 
years in the game. L-R—Bill Gould, 
K2NP, Larry Harms, WB2OKU, Ed 
Raser, W2ZI and Bud Waite, W2ZK 


who took the picture. 
kK * * & 


CHAPTER NEWS 


The New Orleans Chapter recently 
held its annual election of officers re- 


. electing Roy Alciatore, W5RU, Presi- 


dent; Walter Hammond, W5BN, Vice 
President; Joe Uhalt, W5NO, Secretary 
and Louis Gallo, W5AU, Treasurer, ac- 
cording to news received from Jake 
Bullock, W5GXO. Chief speaker of the 


# evening dinner which was held at An- 
‘toines Restaurant was Bill Simpson, 


W5RA of FCC az the guest speaker. 
Jake had a sad note reporting the 


# passing of Lou Bastian, Associate No. 


626, on Friday, January 7th. 


* *& *& &* 


The So. Calif. Chapter is planning 
its Spring Dinner at Rudi’s Italian Inn 
in Los Angeles on March 19th. 

Chairman Bob Holly, W6DRV has a 
surprise up his sleeve which may in- 
volve Ruth Moser, the charming XYL 
of Doc, W6HS. 
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Prexy Andy Shafer, W8TE as he looked back in 1915 and to prove he 

still has the same gear he appears to be operating the rig in 1971 and 

probably causing much QRM. Apparently the old clock stopped at either 
| 8 a.m. or 8 p.m. back in 1915 sometime. 
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